“Sticking it to the Man”

Introduction:


Like father, like son. Although this cliché holds true for many generational relationships in both modern and historical life, certain exceptions definitely exist, such as when the attitudes of parents and their offspring conflict. One such omission to this maxim takes place in William Faulkner’s short story “Barn Burning”. In this post-Civil War tale, the protagonist Abner Snopes works as a southern tenant farmer who constantly shifts through employment. Accused for burning a neighbor’s barn, Snopes leaves the courthouse innocent and unpunished due to a lack of sufficient evidence against him. As Snopes moves through jobs, he exercises a pattern of burning his employer’s barn prior to moving away to find another job. The worst part is that Snopes works to establish this pattern of criminal recklessness in his children. Soon after this trial, Snopes plans to burn his new employer’s, Major de Spain, barn down. When Snopes orders his youngest son Sarty to stay home when he sets fire to the barn, Sarty defies his father’s command by running away from home to warn de Spain of his father’s detrimental intentions. Despite the fact that Sarty never sees his father again after making this decision, he remains satisfied because he chose the ethical option and not what his criminal father ordered him to do. Ultimately, William Faulkner displays his belief in the theme of moral truth prevailing over family loyalty through a plethora of literary techniques.

Conclusion:

In essence, William Faulkner displays his theme that the path of ethical truth will prevail over family fidelities through various literary techniques in his short story “Barn Burning”. By using such types of conflict as interpersonal, societal, and external, Faulkner creates an atmosphere filled with tension, allowing him to show the differences between Sarty and his father, but more importantly confirm the reasons why Sarty chooses to follow his own instincts. Through characterization techniques such as dialogue, internal monologue, and character actions, Faulkner fashions characters with principal dissimilarities to underscore the reasons why Sarty decides in favor of the ethical decision. Through symbolism Faulkner uses inanimate objects such as Abner’s frayed coat, de Spain’s lavish rug and Abner’s stiff foot to portray the divergences between what Abner tells Sarty to do and what Sarty’s conscience tells him to do. Lastly, techniques including diction, imagery, and similes create stunningly clear images of the personality of each character. These methods assist Faulkner in his attempt to highlight the differences the characters posses to show why Sarty chooses to remain loyal to his own code of scruples. After taking an in-depth look at Faulkner’s short story “Barn Burning”, it is evident that the connection between Abner Snopes and his son Sarty is clearly a case where two individuals disagree. Although many generations often seem like carbon copies of each other, in this particular case the father wasn’t like son.

The Ransom Paid for Human Society

Introduction:

“Get the dough ready all banknotes dont mark any or well get the other kid too.  Dont try double-crossing us.  You cant get away with nothing.  Put it in a box by the dead oak at the mill creek.  You know where.  At twelve o’clock tomorrow night,” (Buck 93). This entails the demands of a ransom note, which would send any parents into turmoil.  The frightening thoughts, the catastrophic ideas, and the devastating images that arise from such a circumstance can be unbearable.  A mere minute seems as if days have gone by, but when time is of the essence one feels that an hour is only a second flashed before his eyes.  Kent and Allin Crothers, two parents who feel all these emotions, in Pearl S. Buck’s short story, “Ransom”.  The couple discusses thoughts of kidnapping and actions to prevent it.  Kent Crothers feels that the likeliness does not exist, while Allin obsesses over the terrible situation.  A mere year later, the couple finds themselves faced with the circumstance they both feared: their daughter Betsy is missing, kidnapped, gone.  In this event the family becomes bewildered, struggling to understand the questions and contemplating to find the answers.  Seeking desperate measures, Kent confronts Little Man who ensures his trust and devotion to getting Betsy back.  Through a course of feats, the kidnapper eventually returns young Betsy to her family, yielding a happy reuniting.  Pearl S. Buck utilizes a plethora of literary elements, such as conflict, character development, and his unique writing style to portray a dynamic plot and comment upon human society throughout his short story, “Ransom”.
Conclusion:

Due to literary elements, such as conflict and character development, and writing style, Pearl S. Buck demonstrates human nature in his short story, “Ransom”.  Revolving around a kidnapping, parents’ hopes shatter and hearts smash as they search for their missing child.  Buck does a fine job of creating an emotional level that emulates that of a realistic family of the time period, placed in a similar situation.  Also, Buck shows broad spectrums of identities, ranging from poor servants to invincible men to unstable women.  Stereotypically, Buck provides the reader with accurately portrayed social status and gender icons.  In the short story, Buck clearly emphasizes the diverse lines drawn between each conventional individual, providing the reader with insight into not only the period of time, but also the standards of acceptance.  As one can only imagine the aches that come from fear, devastation, and loss, Pearl S. Buck offers a substantial view of a typical family. By approaching aspects of conflicts, the author proves how society too contains its conflicts both internally and externally, along with their impact on all other realms of society.  For nearly every individual will go to great lengths to ensure safety of a loved one because no one would ever want to risk losing a child or reading the message, “If you double-cross us you get [the kid] back dead” (101).

