Thesis: Pearl S. Buck utilizes a plethora of literary elements, such as conflict, character development, and his unique writing style to portray a dynamic plot and comment upon human society throughout his short story, “Ransom”.

Beholding numerous conflicts from the first sentences to the conclusion, Buck provides the reader with accurate portrayal of human society.  As the story opens, Kent and Allin Crothers begin a mild discussion of kidnapping, “‘What would we do Kent, if---…if our baby were ever kidnapped?’” (87).  The two disagree on both the likelihood of such a situation and the amount of action and publicity involved.  This external conflict leads both spouses to question morals.  One feels that anything is worthy for her child’s safe being.  On the contrary, the husband feels as if media should never be involved and that only when due necessary, should additional steps be taken.  These contrasting opinions foreshadow a heart wrenching circumstance that leads them to question previous instincts and morals.  In a following scene, Betsy is kidnapped, causing an external, but undefined conflict between the Crother family and the mysterious kidnapper.  Anxiety arises, as the Crothers search for answers and surely, the kidnapper grows more anxious as well.  Through this conflict, Buck evokes the jealousies of society, for at the end of the story it states that the kidnapper merely acted because “ ‘[h]is dad [was] a poor stick…and got jealous of [Kent’s]...Fellow says he figured [Kent] sort of owed him something,’” (107).  A final external conflict entails Kent Crother’s house servants and himself.  Crother feels that his house servants may have involvement in the kidnapping and fails to trust them.  This point made, Buck establishes another generalization about the human species that humans jump to conclusions and instantly try to blame another when a problem arises.  External conflicts in “Ransom” typify the plot and also the themes defined within the short story and their representation is further apparent through internal conflicts.
Thesis:  Ultimately, William Faulkner displays his belief in the theme of moral truth prevailing over family loyalty through a plethora of literary techniques.


 “Barn Burning” displays the theme of family loyalty succumbing to moral truth through the effective use of conflict. To begin, Faulkner expertly employs internal conflict. As the son of a criminal, Sarty is repeatedly at odds with himself over whom he should look to for guidance, either his father’s orders or his own conscience. As Sarty deliberates over whether he should obey his father and remain at home or warn de Spain about his father’s aims, he ponders, “‘I could keep on…I could run on and never look back, never to see his face again. Only I can’t, I can’t’” (Faulkner 9). Accurately portraying the continuously occurring skirmish in Sarty’s mind, Faulkner demonstrates the internal struggle Sarty experiences when choosing moral truth as the best answer and highlights the significance of the choice the young boy makes. Moreover, Faulkner uses interpersonal conflict throughout the story. The most prominent example takes place when Abner Snopes hits Sarty in an attempt to teach him a lesson about life. Ironically enough, Snopes is teaching Sarty to follow in his backward footsteps. Communicating to Sarty in a callous mode, “… [Abner] struck him with the flat of his hand on the side of his head…‘You got to learn. You got to stick to your own blood or you ain’t going to have any blood to stick to.’” (4). By expressing the conflict in a harsh and matter of fact way, one can see plainly see how Sarty feels, and the conflict provides evidence for why Sarty chooses to disobey his father to do what he believes in, which is Faulkner’s purpose for writing the piece. Finally, societal conflict performs an essential role in the story. The actions of Abner Snopes are criminal in nature, so naturally society teaches a code of morals opposite of his. When Abner Snopes continues to burn barns, he chafes with a view that society rejects and shuns. Societal conflict helps to provide evidence for Sarty’s decision when he chooses the ethical decision contradictory of his fathers’ actions. In essence, the wide-ranging conflict chosen by the author provides different approaches for Faulkner to convey his message that moral truth will triumph over family loyalty.
