Short Stories:  Persuasive Paragraph
You have just finished reading several more short stories and have also learned about paragraph writing.  Now, it is time to demonstrate your persuasive writing skills.
tHE wHaT: 

1. Select one statement from the opinionnaire and argue for or against the statement, citing examples from either “The Most Dangerous Game, “The Cask of Amontillado,” or both stories.
2. Fill out the blank “frame” to serve as your brainstorm and to help you organize your ideas.

3. Write a rough draft of a well-developed paragraph about this topic.

4. Bring your rough draft to class and have someone peer edit it for you.
5. Write a final draft for your paragraph and bring it to class in the left pocket of your writing folder.  Include the following components from top to bottom:  final draft, rubric, rough draft, peer editing sheet, and brainstorm.
6. Assemble these items before coming to class on the due date.

7. Submit your paragraph to turnitin.com by the class period after the due date.

THe WhY:  

1. Writing is like exercising a muscle—the more you write the stronger you will become.

2. Writing helps you develop analytical thinking skills and strengthens neural connections in your brain.
3. We need to learn the paragraph writing structure so that we can use it in all classes and later move on to essay writing.

4. Learning effective persuasive technique will benefit you in all of your courses as well as in life.

 Objectives:
1. Continue to work on beginning paragraphs with a broad lead or attention getter which links to the topic sentence.
2. In your topic sentence, take a clear stance.  

3. Within your paragraph, make certain that every single sentence that you write proves your topic sentence.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of academic paragraph structure and development.
5. Incorporate transitional words when shifting to new ideas within a paragraph.

6. Continue practicing the incorporation of direct quotations into writing.

7.  Work on writing in third person, in present tense, and with strong diction.
Requirements
1. Begin with an attention getter that links to your topic sentence. 

2. Take a clear, persuasive stance in your topic sentence.

3. Provide at least three main points/contentions in support of the topic sentence. 

4. Support each main point with a properly cited direct quotation that you lead into. 

5. Explain how each quotation proves your point/topic. 

6. Use a transitional word or phrase between each main point. 

7. End the paragraph with a clincher. 

8. Provide closure—oftentimes it is effective to refer back to the attention getter. 

9. Write in 3rd person. (No I’s, Me’s, You’s, and etc.) 

10. Do not use contractions. 

11. Write in present tense. 
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In writing folder, assembled in proper order:  

final draft, rubric, revised rough draft, peer editing sheet, brainstorm
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	6
Exemplary

	5
Strong

	4
Proficient

	3
Developing

	2 

Emerging

	1
Beginning


	Ideas & Content 
(  Persuasive in nature

(  supporting details from stories


	   Exceptionally clear, focused, engaging with relevant, strong supporting detail, examples integrated, well-developed


	   Clear, focused, interesting ideas with appropriate detail, quotes used but maybe not integrated, good development


	   Evident main idea with some support which may be general or limited


	   Main idea may be cloudy because supporting detail is too general or even off-topic
	   Purpose and main idea may be unclear and cluttered by irrelevant detail


	   Lacks central idea; development is minimal or non-existent



	Organization
(  structure

( attention getter/link

(  topic sentence

(  clincher

(  transitional words

	   Effectively organized in logical and creative manner

   Creative and engaging AG and Concl.


	   Strong order and structure

   Inviting intro and satisfying closure


	   Organization is appropriate/  adequate

   Attempt at introduction and conclusion

   Some transitions
	   Attempts at organization; may be a “list” of events

   Beginning and ending not developed


	   Lack of structure; disorganized and hard to follow

   Missing or weak intro and conclusion
	   Lack of coherence; confusing

   No identifiable introduction or conclusion

	Voice
( personality

( persuasive tone

(sense of audience

	   Expressive, engaging, sincere

   Strong sense of audience

   Shows emotion: humor, honesty, suspense or life
	   Appropriate to audience and purpose

  Writer behind the words comes through


	   Evident commitment to topic

  Inconsistent or dull personality

	   Voice may be inappropriate or non-existent

  Writing may seem mechanical

	   Writing tends to be flat or stiff

  Little or no hint of writer behind words

	   Writing is lifeless

  No hint of the writer


	Word Choice
( precision

(effectiveness

(  imagery

(  Academic diction


	   Precise, carefully chosen words

  Strong, fresh, vivid images


	   Descriptive, broad range of words

  Word choice energizes writing


	   Language is functional and appropriate

  Descriptions may be overdone at times
	   Words may be correct but mundane

  No attempt at deliberate choice


	   Monotonous, often repetitious, sometimes inappropriate


	   Limited range of words

  Some vocabulary misused



	Sentence Fluency
( rhythm, flow

(variety


	   High degree of craftsmanship

  Effective variation in sentence patterns


	   Easy flow and rhythm

  Good variety in length and structure


	   Generally in control

  Lack variety in length and structure


	   Some awkward constructions

  Many similar patterns and beginnings


	   Often choppy

  Monotonous sentence patterns

  Frequent run-on sentences
	   Difficult to follow or read aloud

  Disjointed, confusing, rambling



	Conventions
(age appropriate, spelling, caps, punctuation, grammar, usage


	   Exceptionally strong control of standard conventions of writing


	   Strong control of conventions; errors are few and minor


	   Control of most writing conventions; occasional errors with high risks


	   Limited control of conventions; frequent errors do not interfere with understanding
	   Frequent significant errors may impede readability


	   Numerous errors distract the reader and make the text difficult to read




