Critical Review: Paragraph Two
You will soon be writing a critical review essay of a novel.  For this paragraph writing assignment, you have the opportunity to practice your review writing style.
tHE wHaT: 

1. You will be writing a critical review of either a short story that you have not yet written about.
2. For whichever story that you choose, think of one of the story’s main themes.    Then consider what literary elements the author does or does not use well in achieving this theme.  

3. Pay special attention to the story while focusing on the three issues that you plan to discuss.

4. Brainstorm your ideas and Write a rough draft of a well-developed paragraph about this topic.
5. Look for the required grammatical elements and make certain that you can identify them in your final draft.
6. Bring your rough draft to class and have someone peer edit it for you.
7. Type a final draft for your paragraph and bring it to class with your brainstorm, rough draft, and grading sheet stapled to the back.
8. Write your name on the very back of everything—nowhere else!

THe WhY:  

1. Writing is like exercising a muscle—the more you write the stronger you will become.

2. Writing helps you develop analytical thinking skills and strengthens neuron connections in your brains—especially when you are asked to evaluate material.

3. In critical review writing you can let your voice show well while supporting your opinion although you should not use “I” or “you”.

4. It will help you to practice writing a review before you move on to your essay.
5. We will also be applying grammar to writing in turn allowing you to understand not only why we study grammar but also how to use it in order to become a better writer.
 otHEr InFOrMaTIon:
1. For this paragraph, there is an outline format that you will use.  Please see the next page for information.  You do not have to write out the outline for the paragraph, but you should follow the structure given to you.
2. Please pay special attention to avoiding pronoun “no no’s” like lightening-bolt worthy words like “I” or “you” and demonstrative pronouns.  Also, make certain your pronoun antecedents are clear.
3. For this paragraph, you will be using something called a concession statement.   For a concession statement, you give credit to the other side of your issue but then turn the info around to show how your opinion is actually better.

4. I suggest doing an all positive or all negative review since the assignment only involves one paragraph.

Paragraph Format

I. Effective attention-getting lead statement.

II. Tie the attention getter to the summary.

III. Give a brief summary of the story including title, genre, and author leading into your topic sentence. (in your topic sentence take a stance)

IV. Concession statement leading to introducing first point.

a. Give a concrete example to support the point.

b. Explain how this point proves your topic sentence.

c. Transition to your next idea.

V. Concession statement leading to introducing second point.

a. Give a concrete example to support the point.

b. Explain how this point proves your topic sentence.

c. Transition to your next idea.

VI. Provide a third point to support your topic sentence—do not tie your third idea to a concession.  Your third idea should be the strongest!

a. Give a concrete example to support the point.

b. Explain how this point proves your topic sentence.

VII. Write a one-two sentence overall evaluation of the story

VIII. Close your paragraph with a “thinker” or further implications.

Grammatical Requirements

Directions:  On your paragraph’s final draft, identify each of the following elements by using the given instructions.  You may label more than one item in a given sentence.

1) Identify three different simple subjects and three different simple predicates.  (6 points)

2) Identify two examples of subject complements and identify what kind. (2 points)

3) Identify either two direct objects or one direct and one indirect object.  (2 points) 

4) Label two prepositional phrases (2 points)

5) Label 2 adjectives and 2 adverbs (4 points)

6) Label 2 action verbs and 2 linking verbs (4 points).  
Note:  Your final draft must be typed and in 12 point font.  It must be double spaced.  If you do not type the assignment, I will not accept it and you will be required to type it for a late grade.  I do only accept assignments one day late for a late grade penalty.  

eVAluAtIOn
Components

Rough Draft (5 points)


Grading Sheet (1 point)
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Content (2 points each)
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--Gets reader’s attention


--Intro to topic, including story info


--Three main ideas (2 points each idea) are presented and developed with 

supporting direct quotations and explanations

--Restates topic

--Final statement

--Transitional words between ideas

--Cohesive; only focuses on paragraph topic

Style
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--No 1st or 2nd person pronouns (no I’s or you’s etc.)


--Consistent verb tense


--Complete sentences


--No spelling mistakes


--Correct use of punctuation
Grammatical Components
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Comments
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